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-~ Corning Glass Museum

' CORNING, N.Y. — Once upon a time — on June
1, 1980 — an enchanted glass palace opened its
~doors to reveal a treasure trove. No need to slay

drﬁfom to gain admission, $2

The palace is the Corning
Museum of Glass, an undulat-

ing, shimmering ribbon of a
hulllrﬂing made largely of

Em The treasure within is

500 years’ worth of 19,177

objects made of glass. Tugether they comprise a
stunning celebration to the magical transformation
of ordinary sand into a versatile, useful and beauti-
ful man-made material.

The museum is part of the {hrnjng Glass Center,
itself of the Corning Glass Works in the Fin-
ger Lakes region of New York.

The region is famous for lake and stream water
sports in summer and skiing in winter; glacier-
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sculpted gorges, gray rock formations and water-
falls best seen against the colors of fall; car races
at Watkins (ilen and soaring at Harris Hill; and
tours of New York wineries the yvear around.

But however long your stay and for whatever
pursuit, set aside half a day for the Glass Center
and its new museum.

IN CORNING town, follow Glass Center signs
to the parking lot and into the hands of polite
young guides,

Board a double-decker brown bus, one of a fleet
imported from Bristol, England, to shuttle visitors
to the Glass Center, with an optional detour
through downtown.

The guide will point out the massiva buildings of
the glass works on the banks of the Chemung Riv-

‘er. The river literally brought Brooklyn Flint Glass

mirrors man’s

Works to Corning by river barge more than a cen-
tury ago. Taking the name of the town, Corning
Glass prospered as barges from Pennsylvania
mines hauled coal for its furnaces to the door.

And it was the river’s doing that the most com-
prehensive collection of glass objects and related
literature now has a new home. In 1972 Hurricane
Agnes hlew in from the Atlantic. The Chemung
overflowed and flooded the inadequate, old mu-
SEeum.

THE REINCARNATED Corning Museum of
Glass rests on stilts safely above the flood plain. To
contain the growing collection and provide for
special exhibits, it is shaped like a giant gift pack-
age bow with seven irregular loops radiating from
the central “'knot," its core, which is the library.

The architect, Gunner Birkert, edged the mu-
seum with a sort of sideways periscope. It is an
arrangement of two rows of angled mirrors that
let in non-damaging indirect daylight while
projecting the outdoor landscape to visitors inside.

In this way the museum's glass paneled walls
are themselves a giant split screen reflecting the
changing patterns of clouds and sky and putting
the city that glass built on display alongside its
showcase.

Buttlus, drinklug glasses, phials, amulets, urns,
piatters. glass flowers, beads, paperweights, musi-
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